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President's Message
Dear Graduates,

On this momentous occasion, we gather  
in celebration to honor you and your  
accomplishments as graduates of the  
University of La Verne.

Though faced with unprecedented challenges, your hard work and 
commitment to succeed have showcased the best of our institutional 
values that have been the core of our educational foundation for 130 
years. As you reflect on your experiences as students, it is my hope you 
acknowledge the skills you have developed that are needed to become 
the future leaders of the world, dedicated to solving problems, living 
with purpose, supporting others, and advocating for social justice.

Your collective voices, identities, and personal values distinguish  
you as esteemed alumni of the University of La Verne. You have the 
wonderful opportunity to enhance the communities in which you live, 
both personally and professionally. In these times of uncertainty, know 
that you have the power to make a positive impact in our world.

Let me be among those to congratulate you for your significant 
achievement in graduating from the University of La Verne. You  
now join the ranks of more than 87,000 alumni worldwide who hold 
meaningful careers in nearly every field and sector, in each state of  
the union, and in 66 countries. We look forward to cheering your  
success as fellow Leos for life.

Sincerely,

Devorah Lieberman, PhD 
President



4 5

the south side of campus. Two years ago, the university celebrated the 
opening of both the Randall Lewis Center for Well-Being and Research 
and the Ludwick Center for Spirituality, Cultural Understanding, and 
Community Engagement. The centers offer unique spaces for students, 
faculty, staff, and the community to collaborate, engage in dialogue, and 
discover their well-being both mentally and physically. 

Now, plans are underway to organize a College of Health and Community 
Well-Being as the fifth college of the University of La Verne. Additionally, 
a new center is being developed for the Randall Lewis Center for 
Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Social Impact and will focus on 
increasing the economic power and impact of University of La Verne 
students, alumni, regional businesses, not-for-profits, and community 
organizations. It will be housed in Ontario, California.

The university is looking toward the future with a Master Plan for 2030. 
The Master Plan will focus on the future facility and technology needs 
of the university, both of which are integral components in continuing 
to foster the highest-rated, holistic learning experience for our students. 
Their academic achievements, social responsibility, commitment to 
improving our local, regional, and global communities, and respect 
for humanity and the planet help to sustain and promote the growing 
academic reputation of the University of La Verne.

With its 130th academic year under way, the university continues to 
grow regionally and nationally, while honoring its profound history with 
each new class. More than 87,000 proud alumni share a deep-rooted 
connection to the University of La Verne and to its mission and values.

The University of La Verne was founded in 1891 as Lordsburg College 
by members of the Church of the Brethren. Both the college and the 
agricultural community were renamed La Verne in 1917, and the 1920s 
and 1930s found three-quarters of the student body in teacher education.

Over the next three decades, enrollment surged, campus facilities 
multiplied fourfold, and the Board of Trustees became independent of 
church control. In the 1960s, the college awarded its first master’s degree, 
and it conferred its first doctorate in 1979. In 1969, the college began 
offering degree programs off campus, and the following year it opened  
its College of Law.

In 1977, the college was renamed the University of La Verne. The university 
founded its first regional campus in Orange County in 1981, and its San 
Fernando Valley campus opened in 1983. A decade later, campuses in 
Ventura, San Bernardino, and Riverside counties followed, and a separate 
campus for the College of Law was established in Ontario in 2000. 
Continuing the trend of improving services to students, the university 
developed the Central Coast, Kern County, and High Desert campuses. 

The University of La Verne has renovated or newly constructed more  
than half of its buildings in the past 10 years, creating a dramatic change 
to the look of its central campus. Some of the larger projects included a 
remodeled Sports Science & Athletics Pavilion, the Johnson Family Plaza, 
the Sara and Michael Abraham Campus Center, Vista La Verne Residence 
Hall, a five-level parking structure, and the Campus West athletics 
complex, home to our baseball and softball teams. 

In 2018, the main campus opened a new residence hall named Citrus Hall 
and a dining hall known as The Spot, which, together with Vista, The Oaks, 
and the Abraham Campus Center, form a burgeoning student village on 

History
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The University of La Verne shares four core values that promote a positive 
and rewarding life for its students through fostering a genuine appreciation 
and respect for:

ETHICAL REASONING 
The university affirms a value system that actively supports peace with  
justice, respect of individuals and humanity, and the health of the planet 
and its people. Students are reflective about personal, professional, and 
societal values that support professional and social responsibility.

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSIVITY 
The university supports a diverse and inclusive environment where  
students recognize and benefit from the life experiences and viewpoints  
of other students, faculty, and staff.

LIFELONG LEARNING 
The university promotes intellectual curiosity and the importance of  
lifelong learning. It teaches students how to learn, to think critically, to  
be capable of original research, and to access and integrate information 
to prepare them for continued personal and professional growth.

CIVIC AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
The university asserts a commitment to improving and enhancing local, 
regional, and global communities.

Values
It is the mission of the University of La Verne to provide opportunities
for students to achieve their educational goals and become contributing
citizens to the global community.

The university accomplishes these goals by offering high-quality degree
programs to both traditional-aged and adult learners; by providing liberal
arts and professional programs from undergraduate to doctoral levels;
and by delivering programs to students at the La Verne campus as well
as regional campuses and satellite class locations throughout California.

The university provides a student-centered, values-based, and diverse
learning environment. It takes pride in offering small class sizes in a highly
personalized setting. The university encourages effective teaching, research,
scholarly contributions, and service to the greater community by sharing its
academic, professional, and individual resources.

Mission
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The university welcomes Richard T. Fields  
as commencement speaker for the College  
of Law. 

Justice Richard T. Fields served in the courts of  
Riverside County for 26 years until his appointment 
to the Court of Appeal in 2017. He served as the 
presiding judge of the entire Riverside County 
court system from 2007 to 2008. Prior to his 
appointment as a judge of the Superior Court, 
Fields served as a court commissioner for more 

than nine years. When selected as a court commissioner in 1991, Fields 
became the first African-American jurist in the history of Riverside County.  
In April 2000, Fields became the first African-American judge in  
Riverside County.

During his time on the Superior Court bench, Fields heard traffic 
arraignments, traffic trials, misdemeanor arraignments, felony arraignments, 
preliminary hearings and misdemeanor and felony jury trials including 
capital and non-capital murder cases, and a variety of civil matters including 
medical, legal and dental malpractice actions, personal injury lawsuits, and 
wrongful death cases.

In 2007, Fields received the Southwest Bar Association’s Judge of the Year 
award. He was named as Judge of the Year in 2008 by the Riverside-San 
Bernardino Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates and in June 
2009, he received the Outstanding Jurist Award from the Leo A. Deegan 
Inn of Court. He received the Alba Witkin Humanitarian Award in 2013  
from the California Judges Association. He also has been honored for 
judicial excellence by the California Association of Black Lawyers and in  
the publication 100 Black Men of the Inland Empire.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Richard T. Fields
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE, CALIFORNIA COURT OF APPEAL

College of Law

Invitation to Commencement	 Kevin Marshall

Invocation	 Zandra Wagoner

Trustee Introduction	 Kevin Marshall

Trustee Welcome	 Frank Lizarraga

Introduction of University President	 Kevin Marshall

President’s Address	 Devorah Lieberman

Introduction of Provost	 Kevin Marshall

Provost's Remarks	 Kerop Janoyan

Introduction of Commencement Speaker	 Kevin Marshall

Commencement Address	 Richard T. Fields

Conferral of Degrees	 Devorah Lieberman 
	 and Kevin Marshall

Introduction of Student Speaker	 Kevin Marshall

Student Speaker	 Chanlon Kaufman

Announcement of Dean's Award	 Kevin Marshall

Charge to Graduates	 Devorah Lieberman

Closing	 Kevin Marshall

Alma Mater and Spirit Bell	

CEREMONY ONE - NINE IN THE MORNING, MAY TWENTY-NINTH 
ORDER OF THE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
President Devorah Lieberman, Presiding
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Andrea Guzman
Daniel Hazzard
Zachary Jure
Tayiba Khan
Marcus King
Michael Lee
Esther Levitt
Chiao Ling
Andrew Lopez
Kaelyn Lopez
Samantha Martinez
Sara Martinez
Arthur Matevosian
Salvador Melendez
Arturo Montoya
Christian Morris
Justin Myhre
Tabitha Naqvi
Erica Noriega
Kristal Pacheco
Raquel Parseghian
LaTosha Payne
Ellen Peng
Arianna Peregretti
Marianna Petrosian

Herber Ramirez
Angelo Rios
Esteban Rivas
Maria Robles
Samantha Rodriguez
Samer Saman
Jose Silva
Babbanjit Singh
Angie Sotelo
Alexander Strukelj
Luis Torres
Lilit Tsaturyan
Analy Urena-Diaz
Rae Ann Varona
Lorna Wilson
Angelica Zamudio
Haykuhi Zhamharyan

JURIS DOCTOR

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Chanlon Kaufman
Elizabeth Ponce De Leon
Justin Wheeler

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Sandra Ciprian
Eric Johnson
Grecia Toscano
Lilit Vasilyan
Emily Yang

CUM LAUDE
Nadine Barranca
Irene Benoit
Brian Cabral
Andrea Leslie-Merchain
Rocio Medina
Cynthia Morales
Hannah Reyes
Jessica Reyes
Ibrahim Tabel
Carissa Terry

RITE
Karen Arakelyan
Lorenzo Arteaga
Joanna Asmar
Elsa Avila
Tawny Baghdassarian
Aily Baldwin
Chloe Barroy
Florisse Batoon
Brianna Benson
Abigail Boydston
Jessica Bradley
Casey Busch
Miguel Caloca
Christie Campos
Ricardo Chavez
Brandon Cook
Akabi Danielian
Alexandra De La Torre
Jennifer Echegoyen
Joel Figueroa
Carlos Flores
Brenda Garcia
Rebecca Gomez
Brianna Gonzalez

DEGREE CANDIDATES 

College of Law
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The university welcomes A. Lin Goodwin  
as commencement speaker for the LaFetra 
College of Education. 

A. Lin Goodwin (葛文林) was vice dean at Teachers 
College, Columbia University, and the Evenden 
Foundation Professor of Education before assuming 
her role as dean and professor in the faculty of 
education at the University of Hong Kong. 

Goodwin was also vice president of the American 
Educational Research Association (AERA) and the inaugural Dr. Ruth Wong 
Professor of Teacher Education at the National Institute of Education in 
Singapore. In 2015, Goodwin was honored as a distinguished scholar by 
AERA’s Special Interest Group: Research on the Education of Asian and 
Pacific Americans. She is a senior fellow with the Learning Policy Institute  
in Washington, DC.

Goodwin’s research focuses on teacher/teacher educator beliefs, identities 
and development; equitable education and powerful teaching for immigrant  
and minoritized youth; international analyses and comparisons of teacher  
education practice and policy; and the experiences of Asian/Asian American 
teachers and students in U.S. schools. Recent publications include 

“Globalization, global mindsets and teacher education” in Action in Teacher 
Education, and “Learning to teach diverse learners: teachers and teacher 
preparation in the U.S.", Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Education. Her 
latest book, co-authored with Ee Ling Low and Linda Darling-Hammond, is: 
Empowered Educators in Singapore: How High-Performing Systems Shape 
Teaching Quality. 

Professor Goodwin has served as a consultant to a wide variety of 
organizations including school districts, philanthropic foundations, and 
higher education institutions, around issues of diversity, educational equity, 
and teacher education. Her work has taken her to many countries, including 
Brazil, Jordan, Mongolia, Latvia, Singapore, China, Poland, and Bermuda, 
among others, where she has collaborated with local educators  
to support quality teaching and teacher development.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

A. Lin Goodwin
DEAN AND PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

LaFetra College of Education
CEREMONY TWO - ELEVEN IN THE MORNING, MAY TWENTY-NINTH 
ORDER OF THE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
President Devorah Lieberman, Presiding

Invitation to Commencement	 Kimberly White-Smith

Invocation	 Zandra Wagoner

Trustee Introduction	 Kimberly White-Smith

Trustee Welcome	 Wendy Lau

Introduction of University President	 Kimberly White-Smith

President’s Address	 Devorah Lieberman

Introduction of Provost	 Kimberly White-Smith

Provost's Remarks	 Kerop Janoyan

Introduction of Commencement Speaker	 Kimberly White-Smith

Commencement Address	 A. Lin Goodwin

Conferral of Degrees	 Devorah Lieberman 
	 and Kimberly White-Smith

Introduction of Student Speaker	 Kimberly White-Smith

Student Speaker	 Isabel Orejel

Charge to Graduates	 Devorah Lieberman

Closing	 Kimberly White-Smith

Alma Mater and Spirit Bell	
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Aisha Lolita Gutierrez
Adverse Childhood Experiences Impact On Emotionally Disturbed  
Classified Middle School Students’ Academic Self-Efficacy

Kelli Ann Hay
A Qualitative Case Study Exploring Parent Perceptions of High School 
Preparation and its Effects on Outcomes of Students With Autism  
Spectrum Disorder

Eveline Euna Huh
A Phenomenological Study of the Lived Experiences of Title 1  
Elementary Principals Who Successfully Implement and Sustain the  
Avid System to Close Adhievement Gaps and Prepare All Students  
for College and Career Readiness

Antonia Jane Hunt
The Long Term Implications of Reclassification on English Learners

Jesús Agustín Jiménez
A Mixed Methods Study of The Impact of the California Voting Rights 
Act on School Board Elections in Riverside County 

Ashley Lauren Joseph
Becoming: A Phenomenological Study on the Lived Experiences of 
Black Women in Student Affairs

Michelle Kechichian
Academic Advisor’s Leadership Style and Student Satisfaction  
With Academic Advising

Donna Kathleen Kehl
A Transcendental Phenomenological Study to Explore How Involvement 
in Theatre Arts Programs Helps to Improve Social Functioning Skills in 
Adolescents With Autism Spectrum Disorder, From a Drama Teacher's 
Perspective, in Middle School

Lisa Marie Kells
Educational Administrators’ Decision-Making Experiences During 
Covid-19 Pandemic: A Phenomenological Study

DEGREE CANDIDATES 

LaFetra College of Education
DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Cynthia Patricia Almazán
Practices that Increase Trust with Latino Male Students in a  
Mathematics Classroom

Audrey Carol Asplund
Exploring the Use and Development of Change Management Practices 
of Principals at High-Poverty Elementary Schools that Outperform  
Similar Schools on the Smarter Balanced Assessments

Christine Boyer Balbuena
Factors that Mitigate Secondary Traumatic Stress Among Elementary 
Title I Teachers: A Phenomenological Study

GeBren Darlena Blakely
Academic Advising Perceptions, Strategies, and Practices that Influence 
the Academic Success of Military and Veteran Students 

Jéanne McKelvia Brooks
A Qualitative Exploration of Emotional Intelligence and Leadership  
in Collegiate Equestrian Competitors

Bruce C. Chang
Asian American Millennial Employees’ Leadership Preference  
in the Workplace 

John Andrew Cortes
A Comparative Analysis of the Effectiveness of Diabetes Health  
Education on the Adult Latino Diabetic Male

Sandra Fleming
A Qualitative Case Study that Explores Principals' Emotional Intelligence 
and Its Influence on Teacher Self-Efficacy in the Classroom

Gustavo Felix Flores
The Puente Project: Validating Cultural Wealth Capital and Empowering 
Chicano/A Leadership Identity In Inclusive Academic Spaces 
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Denise Michiko Kodama-Dodge
The Impact of Transitional Kindergarten on English Language Learners 
as Measured by the English Language Proficiency Assessments  
for California

Bader Mohamed Nabhan
Exploring the Impact of Self-Efficacy on the Academic Achievement  
of Middle Eastern Students Who Are Pursuing an Education in  
U.S. Colleges and Universities: A Phenomenological Study

Leah Nuevo-Chow
Higher Education and Strategic Leadership During the COVID-19  
Pandemic: A Phenomenological Study of Deans in the 21st Century

Caroline Elizabeth Rae
How Do Faculty Foster the Development of Nursing Student Empathy 
in the Clinical Learning Environment?

Joseph Augustus Scott
Characteristics Displayed by Pharmaceutical Frontline Leaders

Patricia Joyce Tucker
Exploring Philanthropic Behaviors of Black Alumni from Predominately 
White Institutions

DEGREE CANDIDATES LAFETRA COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

MASTER OF ARTS

TEACHING - MULTIPLE SUBJECT
Brianna Lorraine Alcocer
Amber Nicole Aranda
Melissa Caroline Burke
Krysta Chapa
Cristal Esqueda
Lauren Garcia
Alyssa Michelle Gardea
Summer Lynn Gipson
Priscilla Renee Guerrero
Christian Anthony Hernandez
Samantha Ashlee Herrera
Varteni Krikorian
Jessica Elaine Lerma
Marlin Machado
Marilyn Betzaida Madril
Geraldine Marlyn Martinez
Savannah Joan McKnight
Christina Leigh Meyer
Brittany Breann Meza
Esmeralda Millan-Leon
Christopher Grant Montalvo
Stephanie Anne Muñoz
Nataly Navarro
Jasmine Perez
Veronica Mata Recendiz
Lizzette Rodriguez
Amanda Rowse
Ashley Rose Tarango
Candice Michele Vargas
Yvette Esperanza Vazquez
Madison Leigh Woods
Alexis Breann Young
Paige Sarah Zemlock

TEACHING - SINGLE SUBJECT
Erin Danielle Aschoff
David Russell Bennett
Paul Le Cao
Isabelle Chung Cheng

Meena Duguay
Ronald Lavell Graham
Sierra Brooke Harchut
Joseph William Kanter III
Amanda Marine
Megan Ann Marty
Haley Elizabeth Morgan
Ana I. Reatiga
Kimberlie Suzanne Rossello
Sarah Charlie Scheer

MASTER OF EDUCATION

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Charles Matthew Avila
Deorla Delmira Davy
Melissa Ching Win

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
WITH PAS CREDENTIAL
Stephen James Pu

SPECIAL EMPHASIS
Ruby C. Aguilar
Steven Raul Arceo
Megan Rochelle Arguello
Gad Azuelos
Jessica LaRoux Beck
Sameer Kirit Bhatt
Amber Joanne Bramblett
Kathleen Nicole Brown
Rita Gisela Castaneda
Priscilla Nicole Galindo
Jennifer Renee Hankins
McKenna Christine Hawn
Richard Alan Huffaker
Shannon Nicole Hughes
Judy Lorene Hurst
Matthew Jared Klein
Selena Marie Leyva
Kristen Reichenbach Lindquist
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Diego Martinez
Lauryn Ashely Miller
Gerardo Montaño
Brian E. Moraila
Dana Marie Myers
Liliana Yasmin Nuñez
Justin Richard Perri
Marvin Giovani Reyes
Amanda Marie Risner
Adela Robins
Esmeralda Rojas
Heather Michelle Scott
Matthew Christopher Shaw
Kassandra Silva
Lauren Ashley Stratton
Patrick John Surina
Leslie Ann Valadez
Jennifer Danielle Vargas

MASTER OF SCIENCE

CHILD AND ADOLESCENT 
DEVELOPMENT
Megan Murphy Sitlani

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Courtney Mary Allred
Vanessa Burgueño
Nowart Dow
Cheyla Garcia
Massouna N. Jaloul
Carla Yanira Letona
Jennifer Ann McCaffery
Tanya Marie Port

CHILD LIFE
Ashley Ann Abraham
Jessica Lynn Babey
Tania Elisa Imendia
Teana C. Jenkins
Dannyell Nicole Lewis-Montle
Kha Ai Tran Luu
Keidy Sulema Sandoval

EDUCATIONAL COUNSELING
Mathew Tai Apelu
Denise Nicole Esparza
Carlos Nicholas Fanelli
Amina Vanessa Gonzalez
Vannessa Marie Guillen
Leslie Recio Livelo
Tina Ilene Maertens
Yessenia Connie Marroquin
Marlynna Molina
Maria Guadalupe Moreno
Cynthia Pallini
Miriam Adilene Sandoval
Tina Truong

EDUCATIONAL COUNSELING 
WITH PPS CREDENTIAL
Vanessa Raquel Acosta
Lianne Marlen Almarales
Holly Joy Bayes
Valeria Farias Benavides
Diane Caraveo
Danissa Colombana
Andreina Rodriguez Frisch
Erika Fuentes
Diana Guillen
Estela Gutierrez
Shawntae Nicole Hines-Aldonza
Marlene Graciela Huerta
Bridget Gicelle Hurtado-Caldera
Lika Valery Klys-Natour
Alexander Lindsey
Chynna Alexis Lum

Daisy Macedo
Luciana Oliveira Machado
Ileana Lizet Marquez
Leslie Lupita Martinez
Lourdes A. Murguia
Helen Janet-Marie Myers
Alex Joaquin Perez
Allison Danielle Perez
Janneli Reyes
Johanna L. Rivas
Amairany Rivera
Maria G. Robles
Juana Arredondo Salazar
Allison N. Sandfrey-Michel
Garrett M. Tanaka-Arii
John Atunaisa Tukia Jr.
Roberto R. Zaragoza

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY 
WITH PPS CREDENTIAL
Janaye Aldridge
Lesley Yesenia Amaya
Carly Brooke Beasley
Victor Israel Flores
Angel Humberto Gonzalez
Haruko Hatakeda
Adriana Avilez Hernandez
Carrie Jo Ann Kado
Dylan Lofgren
Trevin Robert Loza
Marissa Evon Manos
Renee Alicia Mendoza
Edith Cecilia Orcasitas
Elena Ortiz
Carina Pantoja
Christin Cierra Rickman
Alysa Akiko Salazar
Aidee Constantino Salinas
Cosette Justine Tangsouvanh
Adilene Uriostegui
Vanessa Venegas
Rebecca Nicole Ward

SPECIAL EDUCATION
David Daniel Austin
Tyler Laine Brandt
Jennifer Cordova
Ashley Michelle Giles
Katlyn Ann Grams
Stella Irene Hansen
Cherilyn Marie Helguera
Memi Lorico
Yajaira Madrid
Eunice Ocampo Martini
Mrs. Rocio Adriana Perez
Alysia Lianna  Rodriguez
Tori Taylor Williams

UNDERGRADUATE 
DEGREE CANDIDATES

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
*Abrelle Julette Negrete

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Keeley Dawn-Graeme Bonnet
Trisha Ann Cupples
Lisett Sandoval Elisondo
Kerry Alys Eminhizer
Michael Patrick Long
Jessica Nicole Padilla
Hannah Marie Peterson

CUM LAUDE
Elizabeth Roseann Annette Fox
Alexi Dalí González
Justine Alexis King
Kinsey Lee Kline
Javier Ortiz
Shannon Marie Petrelli
Jennifer Ashley Ramirez
Amber Rose Sargent

DEGREE CANDIDATES LAFETRA COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

*Honors Program Graduate
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RITE
Rosmara Aguirre
Morgan Rae Akins
Allison Gayle Albertson
Savannah Rose Alderete
Candace Diane-Eva Angulo
Ramika Aslan
Taylor Renée Austin
Abigail Lynne Baeza
Gabriela Marlen Barragan
Abigail Sue Baum
Kacie J. Birdsell
Joelle Leanne Cabral
Kyle Christopher Core
Vivian Yvette Corona
Jorden Crane
Jose Luis Diaz
Julie Anne Donohoe
Rashae Sherrelle Yvette Duran
Julie Elizabeth Elder
Edith Enos
Vanessa Guadalupe Enriquez
Elizabeth Berenice Fabian
Michelle Ann Fitzgerald
Norma Angelica Flores
Sophia Flores
Michele Sabina Garcia
Lusine Lusy Gedjeyan
Kimberly Naomi Gomez
Roxanne Annette Gomez
Julia Gonzales
Gisell Gonzalez
Karina Moncerrat Guerrero
Gabrielle Mercedes Guzman
Leonel Thomas Hernandez
Victoria Alegria Hernandez
Tiffany Niccole Hines
Katherine Michelle Hoffman
Karina Faith Jimenez
Emily M. Juarez
Desiree Nicole MacLeod-DuPont
Daniella Ann Martinez

Veronica Marie Martinez
Halley Ruth McIntire
Linda Marie McMichael
Wendy Yesenia Medina
Reyna Olmos Melendez
Davina Denise Mendoza
Cynthia Miranda
Alexxis Marie Molinar
Ona Nicole Nwachie
Dora Elizabeth Ocegueda
Elisabeth Stephanie Palomares
Julia Rose Pasillas
Sarina Dilipbhai Patel
Christina Candelaria Perez
Jorge Gonzalez Perez
Neida Aliza Marie Chavez  
  Pimentel
Arabella Ramirez
Casey Jeanne Ratcliff
Lynette Lee Ridgel
Patricia Ruiz
Iliana Sandoval
Brittany Ann Saucedo
Celina Antoinette Sigala
Jaclyn Marie Stapleton
Roxanne Marie Tapia
Nicholas Jordan Vargas
Cierra Alexis Viernas
Elizabeth Villalobos
Ashley Nicole Villavicencio
Cody Paredes Yu

DEGREE CANDIDATES LAFETRA COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

*Honors Program Graduate *Honors Program Graduate

DEPARTMENTAL HONORS

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Abigail Lynne Baeza
Halley Ruth McIntire

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES
Morgan Rae Akins
Allison Gayle Albertson
Ramika Aslan
Taylor Renée Austin
Abigail Sue Baum
Kacie J. Birdsell
Joelle Leanne Cabral
Jorden Crane
Trisha Ann Cupples
Rashae Sherrelle Yvette Duran
Julie Elizabeth Elder
Lisett Sandoval Elisondo
Kerry Alys Eminhizer
Edith Enos
Elizabeth Berenice Fabian
Norma Angelica Flores
Sophia Flores
Elizabeth Roseann Annette Fox
Michele Sabina Garcia
Alexi Dalí González
Karina Moncerrat Guerrero
Victoria Alegria Hernandez
Katherine Michelle Hoffman
Justine Alexis King
Kinsey Lee Kline
Michael Patrick Long
Desiree Nicole MacLeod-DuPont
Daniella Ann Martinez
Linda Marie McMichael
Wendy Yesenia Medina
Davina Denise Mendoza
Alexxis Marie Molinar

*Abrelle Julette Negrete
Javier Ortiz
Jessica Nicole Padilla

Elisabeth Stephanie Palomares
Julia Rose Pasillas
Christina Candelaria Perez
Neida Aliza Marie Chavez  
  Pimentel
Jennifer Ashley Ramirez
Casey Jeanne Ratcliff
Amber Rose Sargent
Brittany Ann Saucedo
Celina Antoinette Sigala
Jaclyn Marie Stapleton
Cody Paredes Yu

LIBERAL STUDIES
Veronica Marie Martinez
Iliana Sandoval
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College of Arts and Sciences
CEREMONY THREE - HALF PAST ONE IN THE AFTERNOON 
MAY TWENTY-NINTH 
ORDER OF THE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
President Devorah Lieberman, Presiding

Invitation to Commencement	 Shannon Mathews

Invocation	 Zandra Wagoner

Trustee Introduction	 Shannon Mathews

Trustee Welcome	 Wendy Lau

Introduction of University President	 Shannon Mathews

President’s Address	 Devorah Lieberman

Introduction of Provost	 Shannon Mathews

Provost's Remarks	 Kerop Janoyan

Introduction of Commencement Speaker	 Shannon Mathews

Commencement Address	 Anwarul K. Chowdhury

Presentation and Conferral of Honorary Degree	 Devorah Lieberman 
  Anwarul K. Chowdhury	

Conferral of Degrees	 Devorah Lieberman 
	 and Shannon Mathews

Introduction of Graduate Student Speaker	 Shannon Mathews

Graduate Student Speaker	 Gage Ramirez

Introduction of Undergraduate Student Speaker	 Shannon Mathews

Undergraduate Student Speaker	 Sarah Morales

Charge to Graduates	 Devorah Lieberman

Closing	 Shannon Mathews

Alma Mater and Spirit Bell

The university welcomes Anwarul K. Chowdhury 
as commencement speaker for the College of  
Arts and Sciences. 

Ambassador Anwarul K. Chowdhury has a wealth  
of experience in critical issues of our time: the culture 
of peace, sustainable development, women’s equality, 
global citizenship, and human rights. 

He served as Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations 

from 1996 to 2001 and as the first Under-Secretary-General and High 
Representative of the United Nations, responsible for the most vulnerable 
countries of the world from 2002 to 2007. 

Chowdhury has held titles such as president of the UNICEF board, recipient 
of the U Thant Peace Award, recipient of the UNESCO Gandhi Gold Medal 
for Culture of Peace, the Spirit of the UN Award, University of Massachusetts– 
Boston Chancellor’s Medal for Global Leadership for Peace, the 2018 Global 
Women’s Peace Award, and the 2020 Robert Muller Global Peace Prize for 
Global UN Peace Leadership, among many other accolades. 

Chowdhury pioneered the UN Security Council Resolution 1325, in which 
the Council recognized for the first time the role and contribution of women 
in the area of peace and security and the equality of their participation at 
all decision-making levels. He also pioneered the landmark Declaration and 
Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace. 

Chowdhury is the founder of the New York-based civil society organizations 
coalition called the Global Movement for the Culture of Peace.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Anwarul K. Chowdhury
HONORARY DOCTORATE RECIPIENT - DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS

UNITED NATIONS AMBASSADOR

FORMER UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL AND HIGH REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS
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DEGREE CANDIDATES 

College of Arts and Sciences
DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY

Augusta Kimberley Bolwell
Discrimination, Mental Health, and Stress-Related Growth of  
Sexual Minorities

Michelle Lindsey Fox
The Impact of Stigma and Agrarian Values on The Mental Health 
Help-Seeking of Rural Young Adults

Marquis Elissa Gardner
Trauma, PTSD, and the Alternative Model of Personality Disorders

Kimberly Nicole Griffin
Expanding the Knowledge on Adult Children of Single Parents:  
The Role of Single Parenting and Stigma on Attachment, Relationship 
Beliefs, and Relationship Self-Efficacy

Zheila Ommani
The Influence of Attachment and Socioeconomic Status on Optimism, 
Grit, and Subjective Well Being

Joshua John Opichka
White Racial Consciousness, Empathy, and Beliefs About Mental Illness 
of African Americans

Ashley Michelle Peak
An Exploration of Situational, Intrapersonal, and Interpersonal Risk  
Factors and Coping Strategies Associated with Grief Outcomes 

Lyssette Marie Rodriguez
Coping Strategies of Survivors of Sexual Harassment or Sexual Assault 
in College Students

Katelyn Ann Young
Risks of Burnout and Depression in Police Officers

Mei Fong Zhang
Distress Tolerance and Social Support: Predicting Alcohol Use and 
Avoidance in Times of Stress in a College Student Sample

MASTER OF SCIENCE

ATHLETIC TRAINING
Amanda Patricia Avalos
Joanna Janell Brazzle
Jacob Giovanni Hernandez
Alexander Michael Moreno
Michael Anthony Partida
Gage Kenneth Ramirez
Ashley Marie Sink
Brian Joseph Smith
Cyndy Adriana Velasquez

MARRIAGE AND  
FAMILY THERAPY
Destiny Lee Aguirre
Lucy Arteaga
Caitlinn Brittany Concepcion
Inrijaimelina Isabela Constancio
Monique Chereé Dixon
Nicolás Flor de Liz
Emily Rose Huffman
Darian Michael Manago
Kira Nicole Nelson

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT  
PRACTICE
Oscar Humberto Mauricio  
  Faguada

UNDERGRADUATE 
DEGREE CANDIDATES

SUMMA CUM LAUDE 
Sarah Jordan Acosta

*Emma Amaya
Aldo Arce
Emily Marie Arteaga
Andrea Elizabeth Castro

*Alisia Marie Cortez
Erik Richard Dahler
Lauren Elizabeth Fittante

Natalee Marie Guzman
Sabrina Luz Herrera
Kassandra Inzunza-Cota
Nathan Lee Keeler
Sonia Lagomarsino
Alixandra Payton Larabell
Abraham Waters Navarro
Wendy Navarro Lopez
Hannah Christine Neher
Thomas Charles Osburn
Gabriela C. Palafox
Janelle Celina Perez
Abraham Picazo
Cassidy Yukiko Pietrak

*Jesús Ramírez
Mckayla Grace Robinson
Riana Rose Teran

*Julia Rose Varela
Tammy Tuyet Nhi Wong

MAGNA CUM LAUDE 
Alea Ann Alvarez
Jessica Hunter Casciato
Danielle Elizabeth De Luna
Melanie Elizabeth Gazazian
Carolyn Claire Hummer
Steven Thomas Irwin
Sharon J. Kim
Caitlyn Rose Klump
Serena Helen Martinez
Sarah A. Morales
Alice Andrea Ochoa
Bianca Crystal Perez
Nkau-Zoua Melody Pha
Magdalena Pola

*Krystal Corina Pulido
Hayden Edwin Saul
Yaritza Torres

*Honors Program Graduate
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CUM LAUDE 
Fares Abdullah
Samantha Renee Amy
Tabatha Grace Boretto
Tiara Danae Bright
Marissa Elise Corona
Beau Daniel Daoust
Hannah Flores
Terralynn Garza

*Teyah Helena Guerrero
Nguyen T. Huynh
Andrea Nicole Lopez
Berkley Ray Lujan
Tyler Brandon McGee
Nia Aminah Mcmillon
Denise Marie Mendez

*Raquel Madison Mobley
Mary Elizabeth Nichols
Liliana Orozco

*Tristan Erik Polakowski
Joshua Olarte Quintia
Delaney Beth Rasner
Adam Hernandez Raya
Aleah Reaza
Amanda R. Revilla
Angela Christine Romo
Richard Raymond Roseman
Sienna Destine Ruiz
Tanayri Guadalupe Saavedra
Shivani Sharma
Ryan Caine Sigston
Kassidy Morgan Soto
Daisy M. Valdez
Adam Edward Van Lul
Alexander G. Vargas
Richard Joseph Vargas
Amanda Jean Walker
Renée Gonzales Wenzel
Lucas Kyle Wilder

RITE 
Adenike Bosede Adelekan
Andrew Angelo Aguilera-Ayala
Allison Anne Aguirre
Brooke Lillian Aguirre
Loreen Angelique Alarcon
Alexandra Irene Alcala
Jordan Nicole Alexander
Abdulrahman Khalifa Al Jassim
Jasmine Almaraz
Andrea Lissette Alvarez
Janette Alvarez
Jassmine Sasha Amos
Kiara Artap Andrada
Juan Manuel Aquino
Kimberly Ibeth Araujo
Kevin Arbelaez
Nicholas Michael Austin
Basleal Ayinalem
Johnathan Krikor Baboyan
Kimberly Baltazar
Chloe Kassidy Baquiran
Eric Barajas
Genifer Suzette Barnes
Cecilio Barrera
Marelyn Elena Barrios
Kyra Isabelle Pentecostes Basilio
Christopher James Battista
Rochelle Battle Beams
Lara Kristeen Bauer
Diana Gisselle Becerra
Glennon Margaret Bell
Shelby Ann-Melissa Bice
Amir Khalil Bishop
Dylan Lee Blades
Laurel Jocelyn Boc
Leanna Renee Bonilla
Sarah Josephine Brown
Jessica Corina Cea Burgos
Nicole Marie Canchola
Katrina Amanda Canham
Jose Eduardo Cano Real
Alexis Amaris Cardenas

DEGREE CANDIDATES COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

*Honors Program Graduate

Carolina Isabel Cardenas
Stephanie Amalia Cardenas
Alyssa Renee Carrillo
Laura Carlota Carrillo
Lillian Kay Carroll
Stacie Casillas
Ciara Lyn Castillo-Gonzalez
Danittza Danielle Castro
Emir Celik
Skye Annalise Cerda
Natalya Alisse Cerecedes
Tiffany Chao
Yumi Cho
Georgina Ruiz Cortes
Melissa Cortez
Cassandra Crockett
Natalie Presley Curiel
Michael Todd Curley
Alexis Sierra Louise Davis

*Janice Carol Deguerio
Dezirae Jesenia Diaz
Erick A. Diaz
Polly Elizabeth Dimmock
Fleuri Philip Dindar
Anissah Nicolette Dorsey
Graham Coleman Drake Edwards
James Julian Elizondo
Alexis M. Epps
Analilia Escalera
Carla Espinosa
Angelica Raquel Espinoza
Blanca Arlene Estrada
Kindra Elizabeth Faskell
Dominic Leopoldo Fierro
Anthony Alexander Firuta
Haley Camille Flanagan
Adrian Flores
Alexandra Monique Flores
Jess Avery Foster
Robert Lee Franklin
Logan Michael Frye
Daisy Fuentes-Soriano
Reiko Elizabeth Fujimoto

Nicole Renee Gabriel
Nicolas Gallegos
Ludivina Galvan 
Nick Camero Galvan
Arturo Garcia
Eliana Contreras Garcia
Ashley Marie Garnica
Joe Ibrahim Ghanem
Jacquelyn Nicole Giambalvo
Dejanee Denisha Gill
Kyra Shenna Gill
Sara Lynn Gillmore
Megan Marie Godinez
Jennifer M. Gonzalez
Jose Manuel Pizano Gonzalez
Silvia Guadalupe Gonzalez
Victor Gonzalez
Deja Monet Mandy Goode
Keshia Marie Grant
Isau Emil Graves
Lauren Gutierrez
Marina Raquel Gutierrez
Marisela Gutierrez
Deanna Marie Hanger
Jeremy Joe Hankis
Colt Allen Hawkins
Justin Robert Haynes
Jessica Marie Hayward
Abigail Alexis Hernandez
Jorge Eduardo Hernandez, Jr.
Pamela Nicole Hernandez
Daniela Itzel Herrera
Sarah Rae Hinds
Mirabel Alena Holguin
Adrian Lai Sheng How
Heather Nicole Huizenga
Dallas Rochelle Dorsey Hurst
Janeth Nicole Inatomi
Aina-Jade Inguito
Christine Dapito Insigne
Asha A. Isse
Danyelle Brianna Jacob
Mariah Elisa Jaime

*Honors Program Graduate
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Itzel Maritza Jauregui
Alexzandra Isabel Jimenez
Myles Cristian Jones
Stephanie Alexandria Joseph
Taylor Jung
Damian Joseph Jurado
Jacob Adam Kallal
Frederick Edmond Kasenda
Cortney Alexandra Kells
Jassmine Areal Kezman
Nisha Anil Khatri
Jennifer Sooji Kim
Tatyana Andreevna Klimenko
Jonas Evan Klipstein
Hunter William Korn
Brittney Michelle Lagrave
Amanda Lam
Jose Luis Ledesma
Paul Anthony LeRay
Nickolas James Logan
Alexis Savannah López
Nataly Lopez
Raylene Pauline Lopez
Eric Richard Lopez-Elwell
Toni Marie Lozano
Charley Michelle Lyngle
Haiyang Ma
Dorothy Catalina Majerczak
Alma Belen Marquez
Cindy Martinez
Judith Martinez
Vanessa Martinez
Victoria Grace Mazzone
Dylan Patrick McElligott
Charles Thomas McFadden
Gabriela Medina
Kassandra Marie Medina
Garrison Simon Mejia
Angelyn San Mateo Mendoza
Leslie Jordan Merriman
Skyler Monica Metzner
Ashley Meza
Tyler Miller

Gina Maria Mireles
Daniel Alexander Mojarro
Destinee Arlene Mondragon
Marissa Krisin Montoya
Lissette Mariana Morales
Raymond Anthony Moronez
Martin Alejandro Moyeda
Joseph Christian James Muell
Aleyah Antoinette Mungia
Maria Lourdes Munoz
Katherine Naranjo
Zachary Ty Niccoli
Hayden John Nighswonger
Mario Joseph Ordaz
Jocelyn Ortega
Itzia G. Chavez Ortiz
Aaron Keith Ozuna
Anthony Kyle Palacios
Daniel Alfred Palafox
Yuritzy Georgina Paredes
Roy J. Park
Lance Ulric Parker
Arcy Sanchez Partida
Shivang U. Patel
Simran Manoj Patel
Jeanette S. Perez
Julianna Daisy Perez
Joshua Anthony Poirier
Bryant James Poon
Priscilla Marie Price
Andres Felipe Pulgarin
Yuan Qiu
Einar Zaid Ramirez
Miley Galvan Ramirez
Vivian Danielle Ramirez
Javier Ramos
Joshua Francisco Reyes
Cristina Shuru Reynoso
Hayley Emily Rincon
Brenda Yvette Rodriguez
Jason Rodriguez
Moises Rodriguez
Sarahi Rodriguez

DEGREE CANDIDATES COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

*Honors Program Graduate

Tanner Jackson Rogers
Alesandro Vitelio Lam Romero
Reneen Shalisse Rubin
Samantha Ruiz
Emily Elizabeth Rybkowski
Michael Anthony Saenz
Ivana Lisette Salcido
Sandra Salgado
America Angelica Sanchez
Eric Alexander Sanchez

*Victoria Sanchez
Araceli Sandoval
Destiny Renee Sandoval
Kaitlyn Schuyler Sandvik

*Dexter Michael Sapien
Ebony Taylor Silva
Mia Elizabeth Skelton
Adrianna Marie Laverne Solomon
Andy Souvanna
Brittany Valany Mendez Spalding
Kevin James Stark
Brandy Dawn Stinnett
Michelle Isabel Suarez
Sitembile Teresa Sukuta
Dominique Breann Survillas
Justin Richard Suter
Lei-Helani Talaro
Jakob Anthony Tapia
Miranda Tejeda
Dilan Teodoro
Catherine Raquel Tereszczuk
Kilee Jenn Thomson
Alexandra Marie Torres
Harrison Cole Trawnik
Fernando Efrain Vaca
Kevin Valencia
Randall Paul Van Ordt, II
Erick Francisco Vasquez
Vikesha Nadine Vega
Narciso Daniel Velazquez
Lisa Angelica Vergara
Anthony Gonzalo Villalobos
Elizabeth Villasano

*Honors Program Graduate

Noah William Vutheikun
Janara Tanisha Walton
Brendon Mitchell Wheeler
Brian Matthew Wilder
Chiyanne Sommer Williams
Carli Isabelle Willis
Hon Sing Max Wong
Quinn Harmon Wynes-Frigeri
Jasmine Xiong
Marilyn C. Yutan
Yvette Zabala
Rosalina Zaragoza
Viviana Zaragoza
Jose Javed Zermeno
Tiffany Zumaya
Adrian Zuñiga

DEPARTMENTAL HONORS 

ANTHROPOLOGY
Tiara Danae Bright
Hannah Christine Neher
Cassidy Yukiko Pietrak

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE
Andrea Elizabeth Castro

BIOLOGY
Aldo Arce

*Teyah Helena Guerrero
Sharon J. Kim
Charley Michelle Lyngle

*Raquel Madison Mobley
*Tristan Erik Polakowski
Vivian Danielle Ramirez
Aleah Reaza

BROADCASTING
Nathan Lee Keeler
Tyler Brandon McGee
Hayden John Nighswonger 
Angela Christine Romo
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CHEMISTRY
Sarah Jordan Acosta

*Alisia Marie Cortez
Berkley Ray Lujan
Abraham Waters Navarro
Tammy Tuyet Nhi Wong

COMMUNICATIONS
Analilia Escalera 
Nguyen T. Huynh
Thomas Charles Osburn
Mckayla Grace Robinson 
Adam Edward Van Lul

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Kevin Arbelaez

COMPUTER SCIENCE &
COMPUTER ENGINEERING
Alea Ann Alvarez
Christopher James Battista
Beau Daniel Daoust
Laura Carlota Carrillo
Kassandra Inzunza-Cota
Amanda Lam
Roy J. Park
Kevin Valencia

CREATIVE WRITING
Sienna Destine Ruiz

CRIMINAL JUSTICE &
CRIMINOLOGY
Carolyn Claire Hummer
Sandra Salgado

CRIMINOLOGY
Denise Marie Mendez
Hunter William Korn

ENGLISH
Heather Nicole Huizenga 
Caitlyn Rose Klump
Bianca Crystal Perez

HISTORY
Jessica Hunter Casciato
Carla Espinosa

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Johnathan Krikor Baboyan

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
AND LANGUAGE
Wendy Navarro Lopez

JOURNALISM
Danielle Elizabeth De Luna

KINESIOLOGY
Samantha Renee Amy
Kimberly Baltazar
Natalee Marie Guzman
Serena Helen Martinez
Mary Elizabeth Nichols
Janelle Celina Perez
Joshua Olarte Quintia
Adam Hernandez Raya
Moises Rodriguez
Michael Anthony Saenz

*Dexter Michael Sapien
Lei-Helani Talaro
Narciso Daniel Velazquez
Chiyanne Sommer Williams

LEGAL STUDIES
Shelby Ann-Melissa Bice 
Erik Richard Dahler
Sonia Lagomarsino
Garrison Simon Mejia
Mia Elizabeth Skelton
Amanda Jean Walker

LIBERAL ARTS
Daisy M. Valdez

MATHEMATICS
Abraham Picazo

*Krystal Corina Pulido

MUSIC
Nick Camero Galvan
Eric Richard Lopez-Elwell
Yuan Qiu
Catherine Raquel Tereszczuk

PHYSICS
Hayden Edwin Saul

POLITICAL SCIENCE
*Emma Amaya
Ryan Caine Sigston
Lucas Kyle Wilder

PSYCHOLOGY
Emily Marie Arteaga
Nicholas Michael Austin
Marelyn Elena Barrios
Leanna Renee Bonilla
Jose Eduardo Cano Real
Alexis Amaris Cardenas
Cassandra Crockett

*Janice Carol Deguerio
Lauren Elizabeth Fittante
Jess Avery Foster
Eliana Contreras Garcia
Sara Lynn Gillmore
Jennifer M. Gonzalez
Steven Thomas Irwin
Asha A. Isse
Alixandra Payton Larabell
Andrea Nicole Lopez 
Judith Martinez
Denise Marie Mendez
Ashley Meza
Maria Lourdes Munoz
Alice Andrea Ochoa
Itzia G. Chavez Ortiz
Aaron Keith Ozuna
Lance Ulric Parker
Jeanette S. Perez
Julianna Daisy Perez
Magdalena Pola
Priscilla Marie Price

Amanda R. Revilla
Joshua Francisco Reyes
Brenda Yvette Rodriguez
Richard Raymond Roseman
Destiny Renee Sandoval
Kassidy Morgan Soto
Brittany Valany Mendez Spalding
Yaritza Torres
Richard Joseph Vargas
Janara Tanisha Walton
Carli Isabelle Willis

ROMANCE STUDIES
*Jesús Ramírez

SOCIAL SCIENCE
Lara Kristeen Bauer
Sarah A. Morales 

SOCIOLOGY
Andrea Lissette Alvarez
Marissa Elise Corona
Terralynn Garza
Melanie Elizabeth Gazazian
Liliana Orozco
Gabriela C. Palafox
Anthony Gonzalo Villalobos

SPEECH COMMUNICATIONS
Fares Abdullah
Michelle Isabel Suarez

STUDIO ART
Jessica Marie Hayward
Jose Javed Zermeno

THEATRE
Glennon Margaret Bell
Yumi Cho

*Honors Program Graduate *Honors Program Graduate
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College of Business and  
Public Management
CEREMONY FOUR - HALF PAST THREE IN THE AFTERNOON 
MAY TWENTY-NINTH
ORDER OF COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
President Devorah Lieberman, Presiding

Invitation to Commencement	 Ibrahim Helou

Invocation	 Zandra Wagoner

Trustee Introduction	 Ibrahim Helou

Trustee Welcome	 Wendy Lau

Introduction of University President	 Ibrahim Helou

President’s Address	 Devorah Lieberman

Introduction of Provost	 Ibrahim Helou

Provost's Remarks	 Kerop Janoyan

Introduction of Commencement Speaker	 Ibrahim Helou

Commencement Address	 Isabella C. Guzman

Presentation and Conferral of Honorary Degree	 Devorah Lieberman 
  Isabella C. Guzman	

Conferral of Degrees	 Devorah Lieberman 
	 and Ibrahim Helou

Introduction of Student Speaker	 Ibrahim Helou

Student Speaker	 Jessica Murray

Charge to Graduates	 Devorah Lieberman

Closing	 Ibrahim Helou

Alma Mater and Spirit Bell

The university welcomes Isabella C. Guzman  
as commencement speaker for the College  
of Business and Public Management. 

Isabella C. Guzman was sworn in as the  
27th administrator of the U.S. Small Business 
Administration on March 17. She serves as the 
voice for America’s 30 million small businesses  
and startups in President Joe Biden’s Cabinet. 

Guzman grew up in a small business family and 
has been an entrepreneur herself. She has spent her career advising 
entrepreneurs, launching ventures, helping small businesses navigate 
government, and creating policies and programs to help advance 
entrepreneurship and innovation.

Most recently, Guzman served as the director of the California Office of 
the Small Business Advocate, where she helped small businesses and 
innovative startups in the world’s fifth largest economy. In addition, she 
served as the economic recovery support function coordinator for the  
state, where she spearheaded the small business recovery effort during  
the COVID-19 pandemic.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Isabella C. Guzman
HONORARY DOCTORATE RECIPIENT - DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS

ADMINISTRATOR, U.S. SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
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DEGREE CANDIDATES

College of Business and  
Public Management

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Enrique Gullermo Abbo
Mostofa Kamal Ahmed
Erica Ada Akajiobi
Albert E. Alford Jr.
Miguel G. Ambriz
Evelyn De Anda-Cabrera
Kathryn  Melissa Arriaza
Sisi Bao
Trevor Warren Bivins
Sheila Macedo Bonfá
Truc Thanh Bui
Veronica Tafolla Bustillos
Juan Manuel Cabrera
Xinyue Cao
Anthony James Carter
Kaery Milimber Castillo
Marc William Chaldu
Tatiana Alexandria Chavez
Amanda Minhua Chen
Shanshan Chen
Shin-Pei Chen
Sisi Chen
Yu-Ting Chen
Yu Lun Chou
Lucy Diaz Coguox
Brian Matthew Crane

Oscar Cruz
Jessica De Alba
Sarah Cruz Dela Cruz
Kenneth John Diaz Jr.
Chelsey Dawn DiPanni
Jie Dong
Andrew Maurice Duran
Leana Marie Eddy
Angelynne Rose Elliott
Alexandra Marie Esquivel
Rosa Garcia Esquivel
Fatima Zarahi Fareed
Tyler Danaé Fox
Jermaine Christopher Francis
Mariela de Los Angeles Gallo
Arthur Federico Garcia III
Kelvin Jay Green
Kaien He
Mykel Symone Hickman
Luseane Finau Holani
Junxiang Huang
Rihao Huang
Zhen Huang
Michelle Majied-Muhammad  
  Hughes
Kosuke Imazeki
Miguel Angel Isidro
Christina Jahn
Rafael Jimenez

DOCTOR OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Shawn William Johnson
Black and Blithe: The Black Experience in San Bernardino

Walter Anthony Jimenez
Yesenia Garcia Jimenez
Jiawen Jin
Joseph Don Jordan
Enli Kao
Keghag Kidjekouchian
Yvonne Ann Kubicek
Marianne Michelle Lawrence
Wendy Elena Margarite  
  O'Brien Lester
Sylvia Gayle Lewis
Mengjia Li
Xiaoxin Li
Xinyi Li
Chang Lian
Xuexuan Liang
Zhi Liang
Jessica Marisol Lopez
Julianne Michelle Lopez
Elizabeth Luna
Weilun Luo
TaShawna Yvette Mack
Adrian James Magallanes
Aleck Thomas Manke
Maxine Monique Martinez
Julie Ann Medina
Jiaxin Meng
Phan Dat Chi Nguyen
Tawny Oei
Patricia Evelyn Polchow
Shuchen Pan
Jacob S. Parga
Mitul Patel
Steven Victor Pelletier
Zeyu Peng
Dawn Marie Phipps
Joshua Jones Portugues
Nicole Lauren Prigge
Kathleen Tuanqui Quito
Jeronimo Martin Rodriguez  
  Quiralte
Catherine Ramirez Ramos
Kevin Ramos

Paulina Ruiz
Guadalupe Selene Sanchez
Sara Elaine Sanchez
Myla Razel Perez Sarmiento
Joshua Earl Scott
Peter Serafin
Xinyu Shang
Jocelyn Marie Smith
YiQing Song
Sara Elizabeth Soriano
Lanfang Sun
Michelle Wen-Yun Tom
Alice Thuc Tsai
Victoria Maria Valle
Emmanuel Ramirez Valles
Brian Allen Van Metre
Guan-Hua Wang
Haoxiang Wang
Jiaqi Wang
Kai Wang
Rui Wang
Siyu Wang
Freya Steinmeyer Wilkes
Jennifer Laurette Woods
Wanying Wu
Yanlin Wu
Chengchun Xue
Daniel Duke Yang
Kun Yang
Yangyang Ye
Wenting Yin
Jatori Lynette Young
Lei Yu
Chi Zhang
Tian Zhang
Tianyan Zhang
Yansong Zhang
Yichi Zhang
Zhiyue Zhang
Zhuo Zhang
Yang Zhao
Junkai Zhu
Ziyong Zhu
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DEGREE CANDIDATES COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND PUBLIC MANAGEMENT

Chelsey Renee Morrison
Georgina Pamela Perez
Janely Sandoval
Cambria Grace Serrano

MASTER OF SCIENCE

ACCOUNTING
Jennifer Andrea Brutus
Yu Huang
Trevor Frank Johnson
Young Soo Kang
Gabriel Peter Landin
Muzi Li
Yilun Lin
Thalia Ramos
Tianxing Xiang
Qiaonan Xiao
Yuanyuan Zheng
Xumei Zou

DATA ANALYTICS
Mengshuai Liao
Elizabeth T. Scott
Brian Allen Van Metre
Heling Wang
Yize Wu
Jianfeng Yin

FINANCE
Kwun Tung Chan
Lichun Gao
Yan Jia
Chihao Jiang
Jingyang Li
Xiao Lin
Dan Liu
Anthony J. Nunez
Yihao Sun
Pengyu Tao
Amir Abbas Tavafifard
Brianna Lenise Taylor
Maite Vano
Lixin Zhu

MASTER OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION

Celeste Alvarez
Yiyi Chen
Dwayne Terrell Childs
Rick Ramo Cordova Jr.
Jose Cruz, Jr.
Yaellie Mae Guintu Deroca
Crystal Lynette Diaz
Sadaf Esteghamati
Saba Habis
Diana Ho
Monica Gabriela Jimenez
Brandy P. Madrigal
Benjamin James Martinez
Nasaura Vangsilque Miles
Kara Alexa Molnar
Jacqueline Hoang Nguyen
Dawnyetta Clarissa Reese
Antonio Rivera
Jacqueline Annette Rodriguez
Kimberly Cheryl Sanchez
Carla Marie Santarromana
Lindsay Kun Yae Seok
Wesley Joseph Shain
David Thomas Solano
Zalodius L. Washington

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION

Brenda D. Aguirre
Tamara Alarcon
Brittany Louise Bourne
Alfredo Steven Cervantez
Pablo Adrian De Lara
Samantha Genesis Delgadillo
Joseph N. Duguay II
Celina de la Rocha Henley
Andrew Jesse Maldonado
Stephanie Tam Martin
Elsa C. Miller
Hunter Iain Miller

GERONTOLOGY
Lucia Vega

LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT
Artin Abnoosian
Donald Garrett Armstrong
Anthony David Avila
Yongkyu Baik
Elizabeth Barajas
Javier L. Bautista
Jordan Michele Bohl
Tierra Monique Burrell
Adriana Sofia Bustillos
Larisa Lucia Campos
Juanita Carrillo
Robert Steven Castro II
Kyle Martin Cazares
Daryl Edward Chesonis
Sandra Cisneros
Marla M. Clark
Janice LaVerne Davis
Shalyn Marla Drost
Susie Hsiao-Ping Fang
Tishani Rebec Finnikin
Leonela Flores
Agnes Garcia
Ana L. Godinez
Surani Sachindri Gunasena
Xueying Guo
Evan Coy Gustafson
Brett Avery Helmreich
Matthew Earl Hilliard
Matthew David Hutaff
Kelly-Marie Jones
Jessielsie Marie Lagos
Jianyu Lin
Hanghang Liu
Carlos Alberto Lopez
Mayra Alejandra Luevanos
Dalya Carolina Luna
Serena Reniece Maldonado
Melissa Martinez
Jackson Richard McKenzie
Joe Louis Mendoza

Renee Michelle Mercer
Taryn Michelle Miller
Jesus Garcia Morfin
Manju G. Nair
Ashley Teresa Nunez
Alyssa Ortiz
Ivelina Petkova
Victoria Pindrik
Ethel Veraliz Velásquez Galvez  
  Pineda
Rafael Rivera
Nicole Marie Roberts
Robert Jonathan Romero
Destinee J. Sales
John Rojo Sanchez
Neisha Jeannette Sanford
Michelle Latrice Seaberg
Amanda V. Simmons
Ruben J. Soto
Yu Sun
Darla Lynn Sutton
Arleen Taylor
Scarlett Thwe
Vahram Toumanian
Giovanni Ernesto Trejo
Sergio R. Valle
Julie Michele Vasquez
Ninoska Calenzani Vasquez
Joseph Myles Voelker Sr.
Michelle Monique Watson
Kalem Marcus Williams
Tina Leshelle Wimberly
Hui Yang
Brittany Tuyet-Nghi Zhuang
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DEGREE CANDIDATES COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND PUBLIC MANAGEMENT

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE 
CANDIDATES

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Adam Samuel Betancourt
Michael Gene Chandler
Victoria P. Chesney
Matthew Gutierrez
Kiara Lynn Jimenez
Riyad Robert Khoury
Khin Ei Ei Kyaw
Anna Christine Loera
Craig Dwayne Needam

*Shwe Hmon U

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Joseph Anthony Asmar
Cynthia Ivette Baltazar
Stephanie Jean Bell
Brian Daniel Dombrowski
Christopher James Helm
Christopher Ryan Jameson
Dustin Michael Keefe
Samuel Paul Ketenjian
Tyler Steven Lawson
Ben A. McCallum
Justice Leann McPherson
Humberto Antonio Padilla
Carlos Roberto Paiz
Sandra Pena
Katelynn Cynthia Phillips
Brenda Jean Quichocho
Ericka Marisol Ramirez
Christina Darlene Stewart
Tien Dung Tran
Sadarius Marquell Upshaw

CUM LAUDE
Ana M. Aguilar
Trevor David Andresen
Reanna Roberta Cantu
Janice Del Pilar Castillo
Richard Cortez

Blanca E. Diaz
Mike Vincent Escanilla
Alyssa Helguera
Britain Michael James
Yuqi Jin
Jessica Doris Kashou
Tiffany Kinniebrew
Love Larimore
Carissa Danae Martinez
Fabian Mendoza
Jenny Porraz
Danielle Caitlyn Sanchez
D'Arcy Mee Sloane
Ryan Christopher Solano
Magdalena Saldivar Zaragoza
Mingqi Zhang
Yiru Zhang

RITE
Amber Denise Abeyta
Melissa Aguilar
Rodrigo Aguilar
Natalia Aispuro
Ahmad Nabil A M Al-Mana
Ibraham Salah Almansouri
Maria Helen Salas Almendarez
Ahmed Ali A. A. Al-Thani
Faisal Al-Theyab
Edgar Daniel Alvarado
Khaled Sufyan Alzoqari
Allan Ambriz
Danielle Denise Ambrose
Veronica Zamudio Anaya
Brandon Tyler Aragon
Stephanie Ann Armbruster
Steven Robert Armenta
Candyse Alyse Arney
Tieniecishia E. Bailey
Trever Eugene Balestra
Sonia Barajas-Garcia
Lisa Franchon Barlow
Caryn Espinosa Battad
Michael Beltran

*Honors Program Graduate

Joshua M. Brennan
Leonard Albiola Bunten
Brianna Inez Caamaño
Fatimah Calvin-Robinson
Kathleen Ann Campbell
Marina B. Castaneda
Marili Montoya Ceja
Benjamin Francis Cello
Melinda Rae Cerda
David Chavez
Joanna Chavez
Mei C. Chavez
Golden Chen
Lora Marie Chrest-Griffiths
Ghizlane Darine Conner
Ronda J. Cook
Reanna Cox
William Tyrone Craig
Elizabeth Cruz
Andrea Michelle Cunha
Ashley Nicole Danell
Aisha Nakkitta Dawson
Guillermo Antonio De La Rosa
Rocio De La Torre
Camille June DeGravina- 
  Escobedo
Lorenzo Daniel DeLeon
Giovanni Ishmael Delgado-Peralta
Tamika Latray Deloach
Jennifer Y. Del Real
Renee Elizabeth Denley-Samuel
Isaiah Thomas Diaz
Jose Luis Diaz
Benjamin Matthew Diener
Elijah Satsuma Diggins
Gina Roxanne Doe
Giovanni Bernardo Duran
Tyler Andrew Edmondson
Sona Eliasyan
Angelina Michelle Espinosa
Luis Enrique Estrada
Ruben M.C. Estrada
Logen Etchison

Eli Joseph Faliti
Joseph Michael Farraj
Aidan James Fencil
Elyssa Rachael Ferguson
Daniel Fernandez
Tyler Fields
Angela Rebecca Fleming
Cassaundra Nicole Floyd
Esteban Chris Garcia
Gerson Omar Garcia
Anthony Thomas Gayden
Samantha Rose Giacalone
Brett Steven Giannos
Francisco Gonzalez
Irma Patricia Gonzalez
Genoveve Patricia Graham
Ashley Elizabeth Grim
Lyndsey Michelle Grombacher
Georgina Gutierrez
Jessica Ku'ulei Hanashiro
Matthew Valentino Harris
Amadiel Jose Hernandez
Irene Sofia Hernandez
William Albert Hernandez
Aubrey Theresa Hierholzer
Renee Nichole Holland
Takayuki Hoshino
Stephanie Frances Hudgens
Mayra Luisa Huerta-Osegueda
Antonio Alejandro Ibarra
Ireland Renee Jackson
Daniel Kenneth Jennings
Juan Andres Jimenez
Ricardo Lara Jimenez
Erin Elizabeth Johnson
Andy Jomarron
Ana Jurado
Fahasina Kibria Kamal
Zachary Dallas Kennedy
Jamie Ann Kew
Tatyana Andreevna Klimenko
Alecia Sarah LaGrange
Scott Aaron Laubert

*Honors Program Graduate
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DEGREE CANDIDATES COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND PUBLIC MANAGEMENT

*Honors Program Graduate

Andrew Kevin Lazarian
Eduardo Coronel Leon
Kenneth Louis Lester
Mya-Lin Limcauco Lewis
YiGe Li
Renee Christine Limon
Baylee June Logan
Arianna Fannie Lopez
Matthew Pedro Lopez
Nicholas Aaron Lopez
Jeremy Nathaniel Lozano-Keays
Vicki Rubi Valente Luna
Alexandra Carolina Macias
Julio C. Macias
Sonia Prado Macias
Alicia Renee-Sierra Magee
Krysten Jessica Mankey
Jamie Alex Martin
Michael Patrick Martinez
Samuel Martinez
Tevin Michael McClain
Alexander Daniel McGarry
Cristina Medina
Marty Mewborne
Christopher Manuel Miranda
Jennifer Joy Montana
Janely Montano
Austin Spenser Morales
Tyrie Chesiray Mordecai
Jessica Maria Moreno
Dayse Munoz
Jessica Raelene Murray
Andrea Nalbandian
Elie Jack Nalbandian
Reece Matthew Nasmyth
Amy Jessica Natividad
Ashton MacKenzie Ngiam
Eduardo Primitivo Nieves
Xilomen Ochoa
Ju Young Oh
Jordan Michael Ornelas
Donna Vanessa Orozco
Sandra Orozco

Claudia Roselia Ortiz
Stacey Lynn Paikoff
Caroline Debbie Partida
Aaliyah Jordyn Pauling
Miguel Angel Peña
Elizabeth Peñaloza
Priscilla Perez
Valerie Christine Podesta
Cameron Marshall Poe
Jacob Lee Porter
Angelina Deguzman Puno
Andy Cruz Ramirez
Brandon Gilbert Ramirez
Mario Ramirez
Adriana Ramirez-Tovar
Gabriela Ramos
Leslie Carolina Reyes
Thomas Raymond Rico, Jr.
Emily Paige Roberts
Anthony Rashad Robinson
Edgar J. Rodriguez
Nuria Jaqueline Marcos Rodriguez
Edith Susana Roman-Zarate
Gilbert Rosales
Deyanira Rubio
Alfredo Ishmael Saavedra
Matthew F. Salas
Toni Salazar
Randal James Sammons
Lazaro Rodrigo Sanchez
Mariana Aurora Barrueta Sanchez
Nabihah Saleem Sattar
Roman Paris Sert
Emily Margaret Servin
Richard Ivan Side
Niroot Simchareon
Russell Eric Olin Snider
Jasper Vincent Soliven
Rogelio Soto
Arcelia Anaheim Sporn
Mellisa Jane Stevens
Yifan Sun
Thierry Franck Tagne

*Honors Program Graduate

Joshua Alika Telles
Alicia Alejandra Toche
William Neil Travis
Russell Jay Trinidad
Gabriella Rose Underwood
Kaylynn Marie Uribe
Erica C. Valencia
Gabriela Valle
Maribel Vargas-Meza
Sofia Danielle Vasquez
Charles Thomas Verrone
Alec Edward Viera
Denise Beatrice Caudillo Voss
Justin Jacob Vrtar
Joel Thomas Wadlow
Harry Lockwood Wheat
Dzulfiqar Thahir Widjaja
Matthew Patrick Wilcox
Matthew Charles Wilkinson
Jagar Reed Wilsey
WaiLing Wilson-Zwaan
Katie Lynn Wright
Melissa Lynn Wycoff
Zhen Yu Yang
Lizeth Yepez
Xinya Yu
Xiaoyan Zhou

DEPARTMENTAL HONORS

ACCOUNTING 
Adam Samuel Betancourt
Daniel Fernandez
Alyssa Helguera
Christopher Ryan Jameson
Andrew Kevin Lazarian
Austin Spenser Morales
Deyanira Rubio

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Ibraham Salah Almansouri
Veronica Zamudio Anaya
Trevor David Andresen
Cynthia Ivette Baltazar
Stephanie Jean Bell
Kathleen Ann Campbell
Michael Gene Chandler
David Chavez
Ghizlane Darine Conner
Rocio De La Torre
Blanca E. Diaz
Isaiah Thomas Diaz
Mike Vincent Escanilla
Ruben M.C. Estrada
Eli Joseph Faliti
Joseph Michael Farraj
Cassaundra Nicole Floyd
Ashley Elizabeth Grim
Matthew Gutierrez
Christopher James Helm
Aubrey Theresa Hierholzer
Britain Michael James
Daniel Kenneth Jennings
Juan Andres Jimenez
Kiara Lynn Jimenez
Yuqi Jin
Erin Elizabeth Johnson
Dustin Michael Keefe
Zachary Dallas Kennedy
Riyad Robert Khoury
Khin Ei Ei Kyaw
Alecia Sarah LaGrange
Tyler Steven Lawson
Eduardo Coronel Leon
Kenneth Louis Lester
YiGe Li
Arianna Fannie Lopez
Vicki Rubi Valente Luna
Julio C. Macias
Jamie Alex Martin
Ben A. McCallum
Justice Leann McPherson
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Fabian Mendoza
Janely Montano
Jessica Maria Moreno
Jessica Raelene Murray
Reece Matthew Nasmyth
Humberto Antonio Padilla
Aaliyah Jordyn Pauling
Elizabeth Peñaloza
Katelynn Cynthia Phillips
Brenda Jean Quichocho
Emily Paige Roberts
Danielle Caitlyn Sanchez
Lazaro Rodrigo Sanchez
Nabihah Saleem Sattar
Roman Paris Sert
D'Arcy Mee Sloane
Ryan Christopher Solano
Thierry Franck Tagne
Alicia Alejandra Toche
Russell Jay Trinidad

*Shwe Hmon U
Gabriella Rose Underwood
Kaylynn Marie Uribe
Maribel Vargas-Meza
Harry Lockwood Wheat
Jagar Reed Wilsey
Xiaoyan Zhou

ECONOMICS 
Ashton MacKenzie Ngiam

HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
Irene Sofia Hernandez
Amy Jessica Natividad

ORGANIZATIONAL  
MANAGEMENT 
Ana M. Aguilar
Maria Helen Salas Almendarez
Steven Robert Armenta
Tieniecishia E. Bailey
Melinda Rae Cerda
Joanna Chavez
Victoria P. Chesney
Richard Cortez
Aisha Nakkitta Dawson
Camille June DeGravina- 
  Escobedo
Gina Roxanne Doe
Brian Daniel Dombrowski
Sona Eliasyan
Elyssa Rachael Ferguson
Francisco Gonzalez
Genoveve Patricia Graham
Georgina Gutierrez
Ricardo Lara Jimenez
Samuel Paul Ketenjian
Renee Christine Limon
Anna Christine Loera
Jeremy Nathaniel Lozano-Keays
Michael Patrick Martinez
Marty Mewborne
Jennifer Joy Montana
Craig Dwayne Needam
Claudia Roselia Ortiz
Carlos Roberto Paiz
Sandra Pena
Jenny Porraz
Jacob Lee Porter
Andy Cruz Ramirez
Ericka Marisol Ramirez
Nuria Jaqueline Marcos Rodriguez
Russell Eric Olin Snider
Arcelia Anaheim Sporn
William Neil Travis
Matthew Charles Wilkinson
Lizeth Yepez

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
Amber Denise Abeyta
Reanna Roberta Cantu
Golden Chen
Ronda J. Cook
Elizabeth Cruz
Luis Enrique Estrada
Tiffany Kinniebrew
Sandra Orozco
Caroline Debbie Partida
Miguel Angel Peña
Christina Darlene Stewart
Tien Dung Tran
Magdalena Saldivar Zaragoza

*Honors Program Graduate *Honors Program Graduate
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Board of Trustees
Luis F. Faura ’89, Chairman 
President
Gluten Free Foods, Mfg, LLC	
	
Deborah Proctor, Vice Chair 
Retired President, Chief Executive Officer
St. Joseph Health

Susan M. Searing ’71, Secretary	
Retired Educator	
	
Michael A. Abraham
Chief Executive Officer
MKA Capital Group, Inc.	
	
Kimberly A. Bowen 
Realtor, Coldwell Banker
Millennium

Mike Brown 
President and Chief Executive Officer
American Grandstand Seating Co.
Mike Brown Grandstands, Inc.

Kim J. Burchiel, MD, FACS
Chairman and Professor
Department of Neurological Surgery 
OHSU Brain Institute	

Clifford Daniels
Senior Vice President and  
Chief Strategy Officer 
Methodist Hospital of Southern California

Martha Daniel ’84
President and Chief Executive Officer
Information Management Resources, Inc.

Ann Quay Davis, CPA
Partner Emerita
CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP

Robert P. Dyer ’63
Retired Educator  
Chino Valley Unified School District	

Peter D. Eckel 
Senior Fellow and 
Director of Leadership Programs  
University of Pennsylvania

Zoila D. Escobar ’03, ’13 	 	
Vice President of Strategic Development  
and Community Support and President of  
Alta Med Foundation

Joseph V. Fengler ’89
Director of Defense Logistics Policy
Honeywell International

Mark Hicks ’90 
Business Consultant	
	
Wendy Lau, Esq. ’98 
Risk Management Lead - West Region 
AECOM

Alex D. Lester, Esq. ’08, ’11 
Attorney
Law Offices of Mark John Tundis

Kenneth D. Little ’89 
Partner
Brandes Investment Partners 

David Lizárraga
Founder and Chairman
TELACU Education Foundation

Frank Lizarraga, Jr. 
Owner 
Lizarraga Law Firm, APC

Mary Ann Melleby ’79, ’91 
Retired Public Relations Professional

Paul H. Moseley ’88 
Owner
Ruby Springs Lodge 

Steven N. Reenders ’73
President
The Reenders Company

Anthony R. Revier ’93
President and Chief Executive Officer
Uyemura USA	

Valerie C. Romero ’00  
Executive Vice President
Oremor Management and Investment	

Owen R. Skelton 
Retired Vice President 
Black & Decker

David D. Shively, DDS ’74 
Owner 
Auburn Dental Center

Emmett L. Terrell ’70
Retired Deputy Superintendent
Pomona Unified School District

Reginald Webb
Owner
McDonald’s Franchises

EMERITI

Marvin A. Belcher ’49
Retired School Administrator 	

Kenneth L. Calkins ’56 
Retired Educator

Gerald A. Davis ’52  
Retired Farmer

James W. Long 
Partner 
Magnesium Alloy

Cecilia Martinez Morris ’75 
Owner and Agent
State Farm Insurance Agency	

Jay Rodriguez 
Retired Foundation Executive	

Donald G. Wilson ’63 
Retired Entrepreneur
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The caps, gowns, and hoods worn in all academic ceremonies today are 
modified versions of clothing worn in medieval times. The priests and 
monks who taught in the early universities — Bologna, Paris, Oxford — 
wore gowns and hoods to their lectures, probably for warmth in the  
damp, unheated halls where classes were held.

Today’s modern hoods are more colorful than those worn in earlier 
times. Hood linings carry the colors of the degree-granting institution. 
The University of La Verne’s colors are orange and green. All candidates 
receiving degrees today will wear those colors. On undergraduate, master’s 
and doctoral hoods, the color of the hood facings represent the academic 
discipline in which the degree has been granted — white for arts, letters or 
humanities; golden yellow for science; brown for commerce or business; 
light blue for education; turquoise for public administration;  
and salmon for health administration.

Another distinguishing element is the length of the gown. The variation in 
length signifies the type of degree held by the wearer. The sleeves of the 
three types of gowns have different lengths and cuts. Bachelor's gowns are 
cut shorter and have wide sleeves. Master's gowns are longer on the body 
and have longer, closed sleeves. In addition, the sleeves of the doctoral 
gowns have three horizontal velvet stripes, and the gown itself has a vertical 
facing in velvet down the front. Most American institutions have adopted 
black gowns, although some use other colors.

Academic Regalia
Opinions differ concerning the origin of the caps worn in academic 
ceremonies, and one view is that the “mortar board” represents the  
books carried by scholars. The tassels worn on the caps vary in color.  
In some institutions, they represent the degree held by the wearer, but in 
most cases they are black. Bachelor's tassels are green unless they receive 
school honors. These additional colored tassels vary by title and come in 
white, silver, and gold. Master's tassels are black. Doctoral tassels come 
in either black or gold. Additionally, the University of La Verne follows 
the tradition that the tassel is worn on the right side of the cap until after 
the degree has been conferred. At the close of today’s ceremonies, the 
university president will request that all graduating students move their 
tassels from right to left to symbolize their transition from candidates to 
graduates and alumni of the University of La Verne.
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Thank you to all the faculty, staff, students, and contracted agents 
who assisted in planning and coordinating the Virtual Commencement 
Ceremonies for the class of spring 2021. These memorable moments for 
our graduates and their guests would not have been possible without the 
great dedication and hard work of so many of our community members  
and alumni as volunteers. We appreciate the Leo Spirit of every person 
involved in producing these ceremonies.
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